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Establishing individual identity using the skull is a noble venture in forensic science and a 

forensic anthropologist can legitimately take pride for bestowing ‘humane identity’ on a 

skull and bringing to light ‘an individual’ whose identity would otherwise have disappeared 

into thin air either as mysteriously missing or as a shamble of  bones. Skull- photo superim-

position continues to remain most prevalent method employed for establishing individual 

identification.  Ever since the early introduction about hundred years ago and the acceptance 

of the superimposition method in the court during 1937, there have been many attempts to 

refine the method and to increase the reliability in the identification.  Yet, one must concede 

that achieving definite identity is still impossible unless bony or dental ante-mortem records 

are available for comparison such instances are relatively rare and skull-photo superimposi-

tion continues to remain the most prevalent method since ante-mortem photographs are the 

most frequently available records.  However, the skull photo superimposition is yet to be 

introduced in Malaysia. A Computer Aided Video Superimposition Device has been fabri-

cated for the first time in Malaysia in Universiti Sains Malaysia. The objective of the work-

shop is to popularize the method of skull-photo superimposition among the staff of Forensic 

Science Laboratory, Malaysia.  
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